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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE

Well, this is it, my last message as ER.
It is with great pride I write my farewell message. I would
like to thank my fellow Elks and Officers for all their support
throughout my term. It has been a memorable year!!!
Thank you to my family and my “CORE” people. And, a
HUGE Thank You to Ellen and John Veprek for all their
guidance, encouragement, and an occasional buffering.
Carolyn and I truly appreciate all that you’ve done for us and
are forever grateful.
Although I may not have accomplished all the goals I set for
myself and our lodge, I will continue to work towards improvements and always move forward in a positive way.
Good Luck and Best Wishes to Bob Byrnes and your officers
in the upcoming year. I know you will do a great job. If I can
be of any assistance during this transition, feel free to call.
Now back to what gives me the most joy of giving back—the
Special Children’s Committee.
It has been an honor and a privilege serving as Exalted Ruler for OUR lodge and a year I will never forget.
Thank You and God Bless You.
Fraternally yours,
Tom Watters

Elk of the Month
By Tom Watters, ER
Joan Schmidt

Any of you that went to the Doo Wop Night can appreciate all the hard work that Joan put into this
event to make it the great success that it was.
Joan’s hard work and many hours made this event a huge success. The event was sold out! And,
we are all looking forward to next year. Joan has already booked a date to hold another Doo Wop
Night.
Joan can also be seen shucking clams at Oktoberfest and working hard at all of our lodge events.
Joan heads south for the winter but when she returns, Joan is always ready to help.
Thank you, Joan, for all you do for our Lodge.
Congratulations on being the March Elk of the Month!

Update on Recent Lodge Events:
The Amazing Arni & Ingrid-January 24 (Amanda Horton): The Amazing Arni & Ingrid were truly amazing on
January 24th!! Thirty-eight people converged on our humble lodge to watch them perform. No one left disappointed!! I was even cut in half and am still here to talk about it. Thank You to all who attended.
I would like to acknowledge a few people who made the show possible. First, thank you to U.S. Subs and Eddy Z.
Not only did he and his staff donate a tray of delicious sandwiches but they also delivered. Next I’d like to thank
my loving and supportive parents, Kate and John Horton, for all their help. They donated their time, assistance,
sausage & peppers, and cookie candies to make the magic show great. I’d also like to thank my Grandmother, Bernice Kropkowski, for donating the honey bbq chicken wings and playing chauffeur to those who wanted to come
but cannot drive in the dark. Thank you to PER Joe Miller and Esteemed Lecturing Knight Eileen Miller for their
donation of pretzels and chips. Thank you to Gus Schipani for running a 50/50 for me. Lastly a HUGE Thank You
to the AMAZING ARNI & INGRID for putting on an awesome show!
As a result of all these fine people, we raised $285.00 for the Operating Account as well as $80.00 from the 50/50.
I can’t wait to have them back soon!

Paddle Auction-January 30 (Phyllis Willever): On Friday, January 30th, more than 150 people gathered to fill our
banquet hall to support our 2nd Paddle Auction.
People deposited quarters into containers on their table and raised their paddles in an effort to win some of our
wonderful prizes. Prizes ranged from homemade delights to a slew of donated gift cards and baskets so generously
donated by members and local businesses.
Thank You to all of the crew who helped out. A BIG Thank You to my Co-Chair, Sharon Haugh, for helping to
collect, wrap, and store all the wonderful gifts.
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Scholarship News
By Jan Picarell, Chair
Point Pleasant Lodge #1698
MVS Contest –Best in the District—Best in the State
We are pleased to announce
that of the 25 NJ applicants the
State selected to move on to
ENF Chicago for evaluation,
three students were sponsored
by our Lodge. The students are:
Katherine G. Chauca,
Pt. Pleasant Borough HS
Thomas Kiesel,
Pt. Pleasant Borough HS
Raymond J. Hernandez,
Brick Memorial HS
Final awards are announced in
April. Top awards of $50,000.,
$30,000., and $20,000. The students selected for these grants
will attend a leadership meeting
in Chicago April 24-26, 2015.
We have had $4,000. winners
for the past 5 years or so. We
are hopeful one of our own will
receive a top prize.
Attention: Parents, Grandparents, and Custodians of Elk Children: The NJ State Elks Scholarship begins in early April on-line
at NJElks.org. This contest is
open to High School Seniors and
College Students through Junior
year. Any questions?? Call me.
Coming soon to a TV near you:
MARCH MADNESS. Followed by
the Triple Crown beginning on
Sat., May 2. Support our Lodge
Scholarship program by purchasing tickets for the prizes
that will be offered.

Hoop Shoot Update
The New Jersey Elks State “Hoop Shoot” finals were held Sunday, February 8, 2015, at South
Plainfield High School. Point Pleasant had two Southeast District Champions there representing Elks #1698.
Jake Venturoso and Maggie Cavanaugh are both in the 8-9 year old group competing against
11 other district champs for the title of NJ State Champion. In the boys division, Jake shot 8
of 10 in the first round then 9 of 15 in the second round for a total of 17 and a chance at a trophy. After all the other 8-9 year old boys finished shooting, a score of 20 was first, 19 was
second, 18 was third, and Jake’s 17 was a respectable fourth!
On the girls side of the gym, Maggie and two other girls finished with 16 of 25—a three way
tie! After the first round of the 5 shot tie-breaker, one girl made fewer to finish third. Maggie
now had to shoot another 5 against Katie of East Brunswick lodge. They both made 4 of 5,
onto another round! In round 3 Katie edged out Maggie for first place and Maggie brings
home the trophy for second place in the State of NJ.
CONGRATULATIONS, MAGGIE CAVANAUGH!!
I was very proud of Jake and Maggie and they should be proud of their performance as well. I
hope to see them back for several years.
Fraternally,
Greg Smith, Hoop Shoot Chairman
Keep shooting.

Events after March 14th Charity Ball:
March 15th—St. Patrick’s Day Party
Noon —??? Corned Beef Platter $12.; Sandwich $8. Drink Specials/Giveaways/50-50

March 17th—Duck of the Irish
Grill Room Corned Beef/Reuben Sandwiches $8. Music/Giveaways

March 21st—Elk/Officer/Citizen of the Year Recognition Awards
5-9 p.m. Buffet Dinner/DJ/Cash Bar $15 pp Tickets available in the Grill room, see bartender

The Special Children’s Committee
Cordially Invites Elk Members
and Guests To Their:

Hootenanny, Etc. Charity Ball
Saturday, March 14, 2015
Six to Eleven P.M.
Donation: $35.00/Person

Buffet Dinner, Beer and/or Wine
(Cash Bar Available)
DJ Brian Notte will conduct
Square Dance Calling, Etc.
Suggested Attire: Casual
See Bartender for Tickets by March 7
Checks Only (payable to PP Elks #1698)
To reserve a table of Eight:
Please contact
Eileen Miller
732-714-9553 or
Ejmillercandles@comcast.net

March Safety Tips
If you are anything like me, I love to BBQ and will do it almost year round. Whether you are a summer time griller or like me, it is good to
take a few minutes to do some safety checks of your grill and tank from time to time. This also should apply to the Lodge Grills. Assign
someone now to do just that. Don’t assume the House Committee will do that. Make sure.
One: make sure your tank is secure in the holder and never grill inside a structure. That includes garages or outside buildings.
Two: do a visual check of the hoses and valves for wear or cracks.
Three: check all connections including the valve on the tank. Get some soapy water, turn on the tank, and drip the soap over all the connections and the hose to see if it bubbles. It may reveal a crack if it continues to bubble. Shut off the gas and replace the parts.
Four: make sure the well and the burners are clean of debris and metal flacking. Clean all that out along with the grease tray.
Five: tighten up all the connections, include cart screws that hold it all together. Work the burner knobs to make sure they are loose. Look
over the burner diffusers to see that they are not obstructed, water free, and not degraded.
Six: if you have an automatic ignitor, change the battery and check it out before opening the tank. Let it click a few times to clear corrosive
ends.
Seven: if all checks out and with the top open, (always with the top open), and with all burner valves closed, open the tank valve and listen to
make sure you have no hissing, (go to #3 to find leak). If good, open and close one burner at a time and listen again. You should hear the gas
coming out of that burner only. If all is good, turn off all burners, wait for a few minutes to let any gas that may have built up in the well to
dissipate. Then with lid still open , and always with the lid open, turn the first burner on and light it off. Then add each burner allowing them
to light off before moving to the next. Close the lid; allow it to burn off the built up dust or dirt.
If you want to clean your grill before the season or as the season wears on, you could do so with the many types of cleaners that are on the
market or with good old elbow grease. Either way, follow all directions; allow time for the water to dry before using. When using chemical
cleaners, I would light the grill for a while to burn off any residual chemicals before cooking.
It’s about to be a new Elk year for our Local Lodges, so start by using the past Safety Tips and the DD’s pre-visit safety check list to correct
issues. Review the different types of inspection check sheets that are available on line in the “Prevention Manual,” or drop me a line and I
will send them to you. Start to set a new culture or re-enforce the safety mind set you may already have. If you need to, look at those safety
check sheets to modify or use as is. Just send me an e-mail and I will forward them to you (tr1875@aol.com). Please put Elks or Safety in
the subject line so I could pick it out.
Weather is getting nice. You may be looking at some outside projects you need to get done like golf, fishing, or boating. You should get
started by getting out and walking or start with some mild workouts like range of motion exercises to wake up the muscles and joints from
winter’s rest. Don’t think that because you feel great now that you could do what you use to do in the past. Each year you get older and your
body changes. Let’s keep you healthy and active all year.
Finally, before you start to use tools like ladders, rakes, electric trimmers, extension cords, and such, take the time to give it a quick once over
to make sure nothing is broken, cracked, or have rough edges that could be an accident waiting to happen. “If in doubt, throw it out.”
Stay safe, think summer, and grill on.
Region 1 Safety Len Tarnowski PDD

Youth Activities Fundraiser by Dino Castronova, PER
The Youth Activities Committee will be making sausage as a fundraiser for the Lodge. It is $5.00/lb. Put your order
and a check payable to Pt. Pleasant Elks #1698 in the Secretary’s mailbox at the lodge. The sausage will be made on
March 28 and you can come down to the lodge and pick up your order on Tuesday, March 31. Orders and payment
are due by March 27.
_ ________________________________________________________________
Name: _________________________________________

Sausage:

# of lbs.

Phone #: ________________________________________

Sweet:

______

Check #: _______________

Hot:

______

Thermo Nuclear Hot:

______

March 2015
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

Wed

3

4

5

Lodge
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8 p.m.
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Meeting

Line Dancing

11

12

Step Up Nite

8

9

Thu

10

Fri

6

7

13

14

Shuffleboard
7:30 p.m.

SCC
Charity
Ball
6-11 p.m.

Line Dancing
Shuffleboard
7:30 p.m.

15

16

17

Sat

18

19

NVSC
Meeting

Line Dancing

25

26

20

21

No Lodge Mtg.

St. Patrick’s
Day Party
Noon—???

22

Duck of the
Irish Party in
Grill Room

23

24

Shuffleboard
7:30 p.m.

Line Dancing
Shuffleboard
7:30 p.m.

29

30
Motorcycle
Committee
Meeting

31

State Training on Sun.,
April 19th
Middletown
Lodge #2179

Elk/Officer/
Citizen of the
Year Awards
5-9 p.m.

27

28

Veterans Committee By Nancy DeVito
February sure was cold but it didn’t stop our Veteran’s Committee from spending time with the Veterans at Willow Springs.
We brought lap blankets for all our Vets and lunch from Eddy Z’s U.S. Subs. We provide nothing but the best for our extended
family. Our Vets at Willow Springs served in the Army, Air Force, Marines, Navy, and the Dutch Army/Royal Air Force. They were
very thankful for us remembering them and for the food and gift. God bless them all.

Have you marked your calendar for April 11th? You don’t want to miss out on the Murder/Mystery that is going
to happen at the Point Pleasant Elks Lodge. Tickets are at the bar or contact Carol Bernard (732-988-9387) or Nancy
DeVito (732-892-8961). All proceeds support our Veterans and our military, so please, help us help them. Pass the
word, you don’t want to miss out.
The Southeast District NVSC is running the M*A*S*H Picnic again this year and it will be combined with the Bocce Ball Tournament
on May 16, noon to 4 p.m., at the Brick Elks. Admission is $15/pp. Bocce Ball Team of 4—$50.00. Cash prizes 1st & 2nd place
teams. Gift Auction, Ring Toss, Bar-B-Q, and DJ Chuck.

NJ Southeast District National Veteran’s Service Commission
Master Sgt. Jim Goddard Scholarship Essay Contest
First Prize: $1,000.00
Second Prize: $500.00
Contest is open to all High School Seniors that are immediate family of Elks in good standing,
Or an Antler in good standing.
Subject: “What a Veteran Means to Me”
Essay must consist of 300-400 words.
Each essay must have student’s name, contact information, High School,
and Lodge affiliation written in upper right-hand corner.
Essay to be placed in a sealed envelope and submitted to your Lodge Veteran’s Chairperson.
All essays must be submitted by April 15, 2015.
Southeast District National Veteran’s Service Commission
Jack “Six-Pac” Hoeneveld
Horseshoe Tournament
Teams of 2 players $50.00
Guests (non-playing) $10.00
Sign-ups start at 9:30 a.m.
Tournament 10 a.m.—1 p.m.
Saturday, May 30, 2015 (Rain date—May 31st)
Toms River Elks Lodge #1875
600 Washington Street

Registration Form
Elks Annual Convention
June 5-7, 2015
Gold Crest Motel
Wildwood, New Jersey
Single:
2 Adults:
Additional Adults (21 & Over):
Additional Children (under 21):

$320.00
$400.00
$ 90.00 (includes Friday and Saturday)
$ 40.00 (includes Friday and Saturday)

A 50% deposit must be received no later than Monday, March 16th, to guarantee your room. Final
balance due must be received no later than Monday, April 13th. Any cancellations received after the
deposit has been received or after final payment has been made will be subject to a cancellation fee of
$100.00.
NO CASH UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES WILL BE ACCEPTED. For your convenience, you can pay

by check or credit card. Please return the bottom portion with your preferred method of payment.
**********************************************************************************
Name:

________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________________
# of Adults/Room: ________________________ # of Children/Room: ______________________________________
Marching in the parade:

Y

N

Number of Shirts: ________

Size(s): _______________________

For Credit Card Payments:
VISA

MasterCard

American Express

(circle one)

Name as it appears on card: ________________________________________________________________________
Account Number: _____________________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________________
CID or Security ID (3 or 4 digit #): _____________
For Check Payments: Make check payable to: Point Pleasant Elks

Mail to:

Amanda Horton, 1122 Leonard Road, Point Pleasant, NJ, 08742 or
put in the Leading Knight mailbox at the Lodge.

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
POINT PLEASANT ELKS #1698
PROSPECTS:
John Lacko
Mary Burke
Marta Muth

OCCUPATION
Compounder
Science Teacher
Production Supervisor

PROPOSER
Tom Masterson
Jonnell Brundage
Jay Ramirez

Last chance to pay dues or you will be dropped from our rolls on 3/25/15. If you are having any problems,
please call Bob Scott, 732-552-6169.

ATTENTION:
Event reports and/or funds for 2014-2015 are
due on or before March 31, 2015. Please
turn them in to Helen McDermott, Lodge Secretary.
Thank you.
Hi Friends and Family,
I will be doing the Polar Bear Plunge again this
year on March 14 in Manasquan. This year the
plunge is raising money for Elks Camp Moore
& Children’s Specialized Hospital. Thank you
for your support.
Bob Byrnes
Elksplunge2015.kintera.org
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